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American Indian/Alaska Native
Health Research Advisory Council (HRAC)
Quarterly Conference Call
March 26, 2015
3:00-4:00 p.m., ET
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Roll Call

HRAC Tribal Delegates and Alternates

Tom Anderson — Oklahoma Area Alternate

Chester Antone — Tucson Area Delegate

Loyola Michelle Gomez — Albuquerque Area Delegate
Rodney Haring, PhD — National At-Large Member Delegate
Charlene Jones — Nashville Area Delegate

Stephen Kutz — Portland Area Delegate

Aaron Payment — Bemidji Area Delegate

Michael Peercy — National At-Large Member Delegate
llene Sylvester — Alaska Area Delegate

Malia Villegas, PhD — National At-Large Member Alternate

HRAC Federal Partners

J. Nadine Gracia, MD — OMH

Rick Haverkate — OMH

Mose Herne — IHS

Adelle Simmons — ASPE

Kishena C. Wadhwani, PhD — AHRQ

Others

Kendra King Bowes — Native American Management Services, Inc. (NAMS)
Gwendolyn Jenkins for Dan Calac, MD — California Area Delegate
Muskadee L. Montano for Sally Smith — National At-Large Member
Dawnette Weaver — Chickasaw Nation

Call to Order and Introductions

Aaron Payment, HRAC Co-Chair

Rick Haverkate, Public Health Advisor/American Indian and Alaska Native Health Policy Lead, OMH

* Chairperson Payment and Mr. Haverkate welcomed participants, and Mr. Haverkate conducted a
roll call of tribal delegates and federal representatives.




Welcome and HRAC Updates
J. Nadine Gracia, MD, MSCE, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health, HHS

Dr. Gracia opened by thanking Chairperson Payment and Councilman Stephen Kutz for their
leadership of the HRAC and their help in moving the priorities forward as well as the HRAC members
for their time and dedication providing recommendations to HHS.

Dr. Gracia noted that the HRAC allows HHS to better communicate with tribal communities.

Dr. Gracia stated that she continues to meet with Mr. Haverkate on a regular basis regarding the
HRAC priorities.

Dr. Gracia introduced the two newest members of the HRAC, Rodney Haring, PhD, who will be
representing the Seneca Nation as a National At-Large Member, and Charlene Jones of the
Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, who will be serving as the Nashville Area Delegate.

Dr. Gracia said that there is still one vacancy on the HRAC for the Phoenix Area, and she encouraged
the group to share information on the vacancy with their contacts.

Dr. Gracia also encouraged the group to share their recommendations on how to move forward. She
has been engaging in meetings in conjunction with the national and regional tribal

budget consultation sessions. She said that Carol Jimenez and Mr. Haverkate have conducted two
individual tribal consultation meetings requested by tribes.

Dr. Gracia said that she participated in the tribal budget consultation general session. She added
that Secretary Burwell stated she would like to explore moving forward some of the issues that were
raised in the general session.

Dr. Gracia indicated that she met with the Midwest Alliance of Sovereign Nations in Washington,
D.C.

Dr. Gracia thanked the HRAC group for their service.

HRAC Meeting Minutes Approval

Chairperson Payment asked for feedback on the HRAC meeting minutes. There were no changes
requested, and attendees on the call voted to approve the minutes.

HRAC Updates

The HRAC Charter

Mr. Haverkate said that they have been working on the Charter in an effort to align it with the other
tribal advisory committees. He noted that the Charter has been red-lined and amended and
indicated the document has gone through a review from the Office of the General Counsel. He
stated that the document would go through a few more edits and then go to Dr. Gracia for review.
Mr. Haverkate asked for volunteers to review the Charter so that it can be presented at the June
meeting.

Chairperson Payment mentioned he would like to set up a monthly conference call hosted by the
work group to keep everybody abreast of changes.

HRAC Annual Meeting and HRAC Priorities Discussion

Mr. Haverkate said that the annual meeting has been set for June 4-5, 2015, in Washington, D.C. He
indicated that the dates were set because they followed the Secretary’s Tribal Advisory Committee
(STAC) meeting, which is being held on June 2-3, also in Washington, D.C. He and Ms. King Bowes
are already working on the agenda. They will be reaching out to members for input and feedback.
He asked members to look for upcoming emails on the annual meeting, including travel, and
respond as soon as possible.



Mr. Haverkate said there is no travel budget to fund travel for external experts this year for a
Research Roundtable. He indicated that the HRAC would have time to break out into subgroups to
get some concrete planning and work done. Councilman Kutz inquired about the experts joining via
conference call.

Chairperson Payment stated he would like to see some data collection conducted before the
meeting via SurveyMonkey to inform the research priorities discussion in June. Mr. Haverkate stated
his office will not be able to collect the data, but he could help find resources to assist the co-chairs
compile the data that they collect. Mr. Haverkate would like to set up a separate conference call for
the health research priorities survey to discuss the categories of data for the HRAC.

Mr. Haverkate said that it is important to build a stronger communications chain with HRAC
members. He suggested that a discussion of ways to help members reach out to their communities
and give feedback to OMH could be an agenda item for the June annual meeting.

Ms. Gomez volunteered to participate on a work group to discuss the priorities survey.

Councilman Kutz said that the audience for the data gathering could include the tribes, EpiCenters
as well as urban organizations. He mentioned it would be helpful to have survey participants fill out
a code for the groups they represent. Mr. Haverkate volunteered to send out an invitation for others
to participate in the work group.

Mr. Haverkate would like to get a calendar of dates established for HRAC meetings for the rest of
2015; a poll of potential dates will be sent out soon for feedback.

Chairperson Payment indicated that it is important to identify the priorities within the list of
priorities on page three of the HRAC Priorities document.

Dr. Villegas said one topic that is rising to the top of the priorities is the discussion on marijuana use.
It is important to make the science around use available to members and their communities. She
noted that the tribal community is in crisis. Chairman Payment stated that the Department of Justice
has sent a letter to the states, indicating that it is not planning to prosecute certain crimes of use.
This policy sends mixed messages; the HRAC should be sharing information on addiction.
Councilman Kutz said that he was a member of the STAC that went to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) lab where tobacco in cigarette products is tested. They had an
opportunity to see the harmful additives in tobacco, and he asked if research was being done on
marijuana. Councilman Kutz indicated that the CDC is not doing any testing or research because it is
an illegal substance. He is concerned because the only information that people get comes from
chronic users and magazines. There is a significant amount of information available on prescription
medications, but none on nonprescription drugs. He noted that the Indian community, as well as
others, needs this information.

Chairperson Payment indicated that the HRAC could add priorities at the annual meeting.

Dr. Haring said that there are a few common themes that fall within the issue of translation. He
mentioned that many research products and papers in peer review do not get passed on to the
community. When the information does get passed on, it is often not in a format that is easy for the
community to understand.

Councilman Kutz said genetic research may be good, but the information does not get back into the
communities. He mentioned that one of the keynote speakers at a meeting he attended in
Washington state talked about the role of genetics over the course of a person’s lifetime.
Chairperson Payment said that he also attended an interesting session at the STAC on historical
trauma, and he would like to see a study done that would help improve the understanding of
trauma. He noted that the CDC showed there is a chemical change in the brain as a reaction to
trauma.



® Chairperson Payment suggested that conducting a SurveyMonkey prior to the meeting would help
shape some focused discussion in June.

®* Mr. Haverkate offered to help coordinate the SurveyMonkey work group calls and prioritize the
topics for June based on the input from the survey.

® Chairperson Payment said that there have been challenges in collecting information on the number
of Indians participating in the Affordable Care Act and in Medicare and Medicaid, mostly due to the
definition of “Indian.” He indicated they were also trying to find out how many people had filed for
an exemption. There is a need for individuals to sign up for care, but also for people to be exempted
if they desired. Chairperson Payment noted that there is some crossover work happening with the
IRS to help get the numbers. He said there might be a role for the HRAC in helping to count people
who are Indian.

®* Councilman Kutz mentioned he participated in a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) meeting on dependency programs. He said the major question is if the
primary care provider contracts should define the role of the managed care plan or if the managed
care plan should dictate the role of the primary care providers.

® Chairperson Payment indicated that the National Institutes of Health (NIH) is creating an advisory
committee and would like to make sure they have all the groups represented.

Wrap-Up

® Councilman Kutz noted he would like to see a discussion on finding a home for the research that is
being done on Indian Country through a central database during the annual meeting.

® Chairperson Payment mentioned the need for volunteers who are willing to help with the
SurveyMonkey instrument. He indicated that members could designate representatives who work
with data to participate and asked that members let him know if they are designating a person
outside of the HRAC.

® Councilman Kutz said he attended a town hall meeting on youth in Washington state hosted by the
FDA and CDC. He noted that the focus was on traditional tobacco use. He would like to talk about
this at the annual meeting. He recommended bringing this to the National Congress of American
Indians (NCAI), but it has not appeared on their agenda yet.

® Dr. Villegas said that the NCAI Mid-Year Conference would be held in late June. She will do a quick
search in the resolution database to see if there is a resolution pending on traditional tobacco.
Councilman Kutz said he was not interested in a resolution but wanted to have a national
conversation on the topic as well as on what he heard from CDC and FDA leaders. Dr. Villegas
indicated that she would connect Councilman Kutz with Laura Bird, the NCAI staff member who
coordinates the Health Committee.

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m., ET.



