Get the Facts About
COVID-19 Vaccines
Be #VaccineReady

WHAT DO I NEED TO KNOW?

All COVID-19 vaccines currently available in the
United States are safe and highly effective at
preventing COVID-19.
These vaccines have undergone the most intensive
safety monitoring in U.S. history by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA) with over 100,000
people participating in the clinical trials.
Long-standing inequalities have increased the risk
for severe COVID-19 illnesses and death, especially
among racial and ethnic minority groups and
non-Hispanic white people.

American Indian and Alaska Native people were
3.7 times more likely than non-Hispanic white
people to be hospitalized and 2.4 times more
likely to die from COVID-19 infection.

Hispanic and Latino people were 3.1 times
more likely than non-Hispanic white people
to be hospitalized and 2.3 times more likely
to die from COVID-19 infection.

Black or African American people were
2.9 times more likely than non-Hispanic white
people to be hospitalized and 1.9 times more
likely to die from COVID-19 infection.
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WHAT ARE THE SIDE EFFECTS?
Side effects are normal signs that your body is
building protection. These side effects may feel like ﬂu
and may affect your ability to do daily activities, but
they should go away in a few days.
COMMON SIDE EFFECTS:

- PAIN
- REDNESS
- SWELLING

On injection site:

Throughout body:
FATIGUE

FEVER

CHILLS

HEADACHE

If you have pain or discomfort, talk to your
doctor about taking over-the-counter medicine.

HOW DO COVID-19 VACCINES WORK?

COVID-19 vaccines help our bodies develop immunity
to the virus that causes COVID-19 without us having to
get the illness.
The body is left with a supply of “memory”
T-lymphocytes as well as B-lymphocytes that will
remember how to ﬁght that virus in the future.

WHAT COVID-19 VACCINE OPTIONS
ARE AVAILABLE?
Currently, there are two COVID-19 vaccines
that are authorized and recommended by
CDC and FDA.

Both recommended COVID-19
vaccines require two shots.

You are considered fully
vaccinated two weeks after
your second shot.
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WHY SHOULD I BE #VACCINEREADY?
Getting vaccinated is one of many steps you can
take to protect yourself and others from COVID-19.
Protection from COVID-19 is critically important because
for some people, especially racial and ethnic minorities,
COVID-19 can cause severe illness or death.

Vaccines work with your immune system so your body
will be ready to ﬁght the virus if you are exposed.
After you are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, you
may be able to start doing some things that you had
stopped doing, such as gathering in small groups with
friends and family that are fully vaccinated.
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